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Renewal 

2022-2023

The BCBA has done a lot of amazing things this year! And we could never have accomplished 
so much without our amazing members. Just some of the things we accomplished this year:

*We held over 50 CLES in over 20 different practice areas.
*We committed to expanding our Diversity and Inclusion 
offerings and held education and thoughtful CLE series.
*We held in-person social and networking events for the 

Law Clerks and Young Lawyers.
*We had 2 Free Food Truck Events this year! 

Hope you didn’t miss those waffles!
*Our Bench Bar Meetings and relationship with the Courts is

 one of the best in the State and continues to grow with collaboration.
*Dinner with the Judges has been a tremendous success. 

*The BCBF provided local children with Holiday presents.
*Our Wine, Beer and Bourbon fundraiser raised more money than any prior year.

Football Mania and Superbowl Mania had many BCBA winners 
while our Virtual Tour of Paris showed us new sites, all raising 

money for the BCBF.
*We provided families in need with warm Christmas Meals.
*Our dedication to service to the community continued with 

our Day of Service helping 250 Burlington County residents file expungements.

And we are not done yet!  Join/Renew NOW for the 2022-23 Year!

REGISTER HERE 

https://burlcobar.org/membership.php
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The Straight Word

JUNE

1 6-8:30p, Installation   
 Dinner, Johnson’s 
 Locust Hall Farm

14 4:30-6:30p, Financing  
 for Commercial Real 
 Estate, Zoom

15 5:30p, BCBF Board   
 Meeting, Zoom

22 4:30-6:10p, The 
 Guardianship Process,  
 Zoom with SJLS

23 12:30-1:30p, Why Say  
 Gay?  A Look At 
 Dangerous Trending 
 Litigation, Zoom

24 1-5p, Bar Picnic, 
 Flying W, Medford

29 4:30-6:30p, Hot Trends  
 In Probate Litigation,  
 Zoom

29  BCBA Board Meeting
 In-Person, Brenda   
 Maneri’s home
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As Shakespeare said, 
“All's Well That Ends 
Well.”  Or as Churchill 
said, “This is not the 
end. It is not even the 
beginning of the end. But 
it is, perhaps, the end of 
the beginning.”  

Perhaps one of those 
quotes fits the sentiment 

of the conclusion of my term as Bar President.  I do think that 
my Presidency ended well and I also think that this is not the 
end of my participation in the Bar Association.  I was serious 
about enjoying the Bar Association’s events and the virtues of 
the Mock Trial Program.  A cynic, however, would claim that 
these quotes are just filler improperly used by an outgoing Bar 
President who has struggled to write eleven Straight Word 
Articles and is starved for material in his final effort.  Regardless 
of who is right or wrong, this is my last Straight Word Article 
and I want to use this as an opportunity to describe how I went 
about writing these articles.  

From the beginning, I endeavored to be as honest in these 
articles as possible without taking myself too seriously.  I also 
wanted to be entertaining.  Parenthetically, I note that this is 
easier to accomplish when you have a Three-Year-old who 
constantly accuses you of being “silly.”  An allegation which I 
deny.  Regardless, while it is an honor to be the Bar President, 
and I worked many years to attain this position through hours 
of volunteering, I never felt that my role as President was as 
important as it was when, for example, Katie Hartman, Doug 
Heinold, Janice Heinold, or Tim Farrow were President.  I 
often joke with Tim and Doug that their Presidencies were 
the “Eisenhower Years” of the Bar Association.  While I write 
and say that in jest, things felt more important then.  This is 
something that I grappled with over the year and something 
that some of you may have noticed in these articles or at events.  

That is why, at the outset of writing these articles, I thought 
it would be entertaining to outline the trials and tribulations 
that I (along with Robyn) dealt with in revamping the Bar 
Association’s events (the main initiative I announced at my 
installation) during a pandemic.  An early article outlined the 
debate within the Board on whether to hold in-person events 
during the winter.  To set the scene, this debate mostly played 
out between those in person versus those who called in on the 
phone.  Of course, we settled on the highly rational and cost 
effective approach of holding two events at a time: an indoor 
event for those that did not care about being cautious and an 
outdoor event for those who did care about being cautious.  
That is how we ended up with an outdoor event at the Old 

Prison in December and an indoor event.  

Regardless, we did make progress in revamping our events.  
Judge Nocella and Judge Tarantino helped spearhead the return 
of the “Dinner with a Judge” event which was abandoned 
many years ago.  Judge Nocella organized all of the Judges and 
informed me that the schedule for these dinners now runs one 
Judge per month through 2024.  This will either remain a large 
piece of my legacy or, more likely, Judges will be cursing my 
name for years to come.  

Additionally, with the tremendous help of Judge Tarantino, we 
premiered an entirely new event on May 17th, the “Old Timers 
Night.”  As I noted last month, this event took place at the Old 
Jail (of course) with a free food truck and many of our most 
experienced members telling entertaining stories from when 
they practiced.  An event centered around bringing together 
generations in a carefree and entertaining atmosphere was 
what I hoped to accomplish this year and it was the very last 
thing I did.  

As the year progressed, I tried to make the articles more 
personal.  For example, I wrote an entire article on the Gorman 
family and the Lower Cape May Regional Mock Trial team in 
the 1990s.  While that may not have been the most relevant 
article to the Bar Association, that was the only article that ever 
elicited emails from members.  It also made some of my family 
happy.  

Before I close, I must take a moment to recognize and thank 
my wife, Erika, for her support over the year.  In case it was not 
apparent from the presence of my three-week-old daughter and 
two year old son at my installation dinner, I have very young 
children and this was not the best time in my life to be Bar 
President.  Multiple nights per month away from your family 
for events and meetings is not conducive to small children.  
Yet, we got through it and I hope that my son will have some 
memory that I was Bar President, while I hope that my wife 
does not.  

In the end, my final Straight Word Article is a description and 
explanation of my approach when writing all of the Straight 
Word articles over the course of the year.  Again, I know I am 
not supposed to write myself into these articles (and I doubt 
anyone has done so to the degree that I have) but, as I noted 
above, to continue my yearlong effort to personalize the 
position of Bar President in an entertaining way, I felt this was 
the only way to go.  In spite of the Churchill quote above, this 
is the end of the end of my Straight Word Articles.  I hope you 
all enjoyed.

Brett Gorman 
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Law Offices of Andrew BalleriniLaw Offices of Andrew Ballerini

535 Route 38 535 Route 38  Suite 328  Suite 328  Cherry Hill NJ 08002 Cherry Hill NJ 08002
856.665.7140 856.665.7140   BalleriniLaw.comBalleriniLaw.com

       Brain Aneurysm                     Hip               Spine            ankle             elbow             pressure Ulcer

Andrew A. Ballerini
Certifi ed Civil Trial Attorney
Million Dollar Advocates Forum Member

Richard J. Talbot
Certifi ed Civil Trial Attorney

Million Dollar Advocates Forum Member
N.J.A.J. Board of Governors

A.A.J. Nursing Home Litigation Group Member

Accepting Referrals of Serious 
and Catastrophic Injury Cases 

Including:
 

Nursing Home
Medical Malpractice 

Product Liability 
Premises Liability

Truck/Automobile Injuries

As Certified Civil Trial Attorneys, we will pay 1/3 referral fees to 
attorneys who give us the opportunity to serve their clients

Relentless
Representation

Case Results
• $400K Recovery - Pain & Suff ering for Fatal Fire ($375K Verdict, $25K 

Settlement)
• $500K Jury Verdict - Excess Over Allstate Policy - 7 Ortho Visits

Nursing Home Cases
• $990K Nursing Home & ALF Neglect - Pressure Ulcers 
• $500K Nursing Home/Hospital Neglect - Pressure Ulcers
• $750K Nursing Home Neglect During Rehab Admission - Infected Pressure 

Ulcer-Surgery
• $950K Nursing Home Neglect - Failure to Recognize & Act Upon Signs of Stroke
• $400K Nursing Home Neglect - Pressure Ulcer Developed on Cancer Patient 

During Rehab Admission
• $400K Hospital & Nursing Home Neglect - Pressure Ulcers
• $300K Nursing Home Neglect/Violations of Rights - Bedsores for About 40 Days
• $300K Nursing Home Neglect/Violation of Rights - Medication Error - 

Hypoglycemic Event
• $550K Nursing Home Neglect/Violation of Rights - Fractured Hip During 

Transfer - Pressure Ulcers
• $850K Nursing Home Neglect/Violation of Rights - Bedsores
• $950K Nursing Home Neglect/Violation of Rights - Hypoglycemia
• $350K Judgment Aft er Jury Verdict - Nursing Home Neglect - Hyperglycemia 

- No Permanency
• $400K Plus Judgment Aft er Jury Verdict - Nursing Home Violations of Rights 

and Negligence Proven

NEW MEMBERSMEMBERS IN THE NEWS

Christopher R. Musulin, Esq., has been invited to 
again serve as a Member of the NJSBA Family Law 
Executive Committee (“FLEC”) for the 2022-2023 

term. 

Jill Friedman, Edq.
Assistant Dean of Pro Bono & Public Interest 

Program
jill.friedman@rutgers.edu

Eli Zaghi, Esq.
Law Clerk to Judge Fiamingo

elizaghi@gmail.com

Weston Dennen, Esq.

Saigrishma Kalvala
Burlington County Court

saigrishma.kalvala@rutgers.edu

Robyn B. Flynn, Esq.
Graziano and Flynn, P.C.
rflynn@grazianolaw.com
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WINE PICK JUNE 2022
By Janice L. Heinold, Esq.

Summertime is here, and with it, 
Rosé season. (Well, I drink it all 
year round, but traditionally, there 
is a season). Here are a couple that 
I am enjoying right now:

The first is 2020 Sylvain Miniot 
Saint-Pourçain rosé, imported 
by Mary Taylor, is 100% Gamay 
(a Rosé made from 100% Gamay 
was a first for me).  My friend 
Andrea at Super Buyrite in West 

Deptford introduced this gem to me. Saint-Pourcain is located 
in Auvergne, in the Loire region of France. Saint-Pourcain was 
planted by the Romans, and enjoyed favor with the Bourbon 
kings. 

This wine is aged on its lees for 5 months in stainless steel 
tanks. It’s light salmon in color, with aromas and flavors of 
peach, apricot, raspberries and rose petals, which continue on 
the palate. Crisp and delicious, but not watery, due to being 
aged on its lees. We enjoyed it paired with the New York Times’ 
carmelized lemon chicken, roast potatoes, and green salad 
with fennel. 13.5% ABV. $15 at West Deptford Super Buyrite. 
The second is the 2021 Firriato Le Sabbie Dell’Etna rosé, from 
the Etna DOC in Sicily.  This wine is 100% Rosé of Nerello 
Mascalese. I’ve had the delicious red wine version of this wine, 
but this was another varietal rosé first for me. Grapes are hand-
picked from the northern slopes of Mt. Etna, lightly pressed 
and then pellicular-macerated for a few hours, before being 
fermented and aged in stainless steel tanks for three months 
on its lees. 

Pellicular maceration involves macerating the grapes (letting 
the grape juice and skins hang out together) at a low temperature 
away from air exposure, in order to activate the first aromas 
right before letting fermentation begin. 

This wine is light pink in color, with aromas and flavors of 
raspberry and pomegranate, which continue on the palate, 
with hints of minerality from the volcanic soils on the longer 
finish. 12% ABV. $18 at West Deptford Buyrite on online at 
Vivino.

Enjoy the rose weather! Cin-cin!
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WE ARE PROUD TO PARTNER WITH THE 

Burlington County  
Bar Association

Megan Schlessinger
VP, Retail District Manager
mschlessinger@investorsbank.com
267.258.9096

investorsbank.com

Steven Marcinkiewicz
VP, Retail District Manager
smarcinkiewicz@investorsbank.com
201.407.6075
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RETURN OF THE CNA PROGRAM: FAMILY LAW

We are pleased to report that the CNA program is back up on its feet. After several months without available 
experts, two highly qualified clinicians have now been trained to perform CNAs for Burlington County matters. 
Raffaella “Ella” McAllister, MSW, LCSW, CCS, LCADC and Temima Rothmel, MSW, LCSW are now available 
to accept CNA engagements. 

Through retirement and attrition, the clinicians that previously provided CNA services are no longer available. 
An Ad Hoc group of Court personnel, attorneys, and Andrew Musetto, Ph.D., have worked diligently to identify 
and train the new clinicians. The Honorable Richard J. Nocella, Rochelle Coleman, Leif Nissen, Dr. Musetto and 
Christopher Musulin put forth significant efforts towards qualifying individuals, providing them with training, 
and confirming protocols for their appointments. The Bench and Bar Association would like to offer a special 
thanks to Dr. Musetto who volunteered his valuable time and expertise despite having retired from his practice. 
Christopher Musulin has been in contact with the Bench Bar Chairman of Ocean County, which is the only 
other county in New Jersey presently utilizing the CNA Program. Consequently, three other potential clinicians 
have been identified, and as members of the bar, you are invited to provide Christopher Musulin with additional 
names and curriculum vitaes. 

The Court anticipates issuing orders shortly appointing either Raffaella “Ella” McAllister, MSW, LCSW, CCS, 
LCADC or Temima Rothmel, MSW, LCSW. Feel free to contact Rochelle Coleman, Leif Nissen, or Christopher 
Musulin for a copy of their updated CV’s. We look forward to working with these professionals in the future. 

GOLF OUTING AT LEGACY CLUB AT 
WOODCREST BENEFITING KELSEY’S 
KALEIDOSCOPE

DATE: MONDAY, JULY 11, 2022

I am an attorney who has practiced in Burlington County for more 
than 40 years. I am fortunate to have had a paralegal, Mary Wagner, for most of that time. Her 
granddaughter, Kelsey, has a presently rare, potentially fatal incurable genetic disorder whish has 
inspired Mary to found a charitable organization. Please help us find a cure and enjoy a fabulous 
day of golf ! THANK YOU! MICHAEL WEISS

 location: The Legacy Club at Woodcrest
    300 Evesham Rd, Cherry Hill, NJ
 Price:  $200 Per Golfer, Paypal or Venmo @newviewforpan
 details:  10:00 am- Elaborate Brunch and Practice on the 
    Driving Range, Followed by 11:00 Shotgun Scramble
    Beer Cart Included/Prizes/Welcome Gift
 register by 6-18-22 @newviewforpan@gmail.com 
    or call (856) 428-1236 for more information or 
    visit www.newviewforpan.org 

http://www.newviewforpan.org
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BCBF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As I prepare to end my 
term as President of 
the Burlington County 
Bar Foundation, I am 
happy to report that the 
Foundation has continued 
its well-established role as 
the heart of the Burlington 
County Bar Association.  
The members of the 
Foundation Board, as 
well as all those who 
participated in the 
Foundation’s activities 
throughout the year, 

contributed to the success we achieved, both in our 
fundraising efforts and in our programing.

The year began with our annual “Christmas in July” event 
held at the beautiful home of our incoming Bar President, 
Brenda Maneri. The event raised more than $3,000.00, the 
highest amount ever previously raised at this event.  Kudos 
to Brenda for helping to make this happen.  The funds we 
raised allowed the Foundation to purchase personalized 
gifts for children of Burlington County families in need 
during the Christmas holiday. 

The Foundation’s largest event, our annual Wine, Beer and 
Bourbon fundraiser, was held on October at the Laurel 
Creek Country Club.  This event raised more than $15,000, 
again more than we had ever raised before.  In addition 
to a delicious buffet dinner accompanied by the smooth 
jazz music of a live quartet, the evening featured several 
tasting bars for craft beers, wines especially selected for 
the occasion by Janice Heinold, our Association’s very own 
sommelier, as well as a selection of specialty Bourbons.  By 
all accounts, the evening was enjoyed by all.

This year, the Foundation added a new event - a two hour 
“virtual” tour of Paris, led by an amazing professional 
guide, which covered the history, culture, museums and 
food of the City of Light.  As an added gift, each participant 
received a basket of “French” goodies, including a bottle of 
French wine, cheese, chocolates, a baguette and a cute beret 
to wear during the tour.  The event raised almost $6,000, 
and will hopefully be repeated next year in another “virtual” 
destination.

The Foundation also ran some smaller fundraisers for the 

first time, including an afternoon of Pickleball lessons, and 
a chance to win monetary prizes by playing Football Mania.  
Both of these events proved to be very successful and will 
hopefully be repeated again next year.

As a result of our successful fundraising efforts, together 
with the voluntary contributions made by our Association 
members, our Foundation was also able to provide meals to 
needy families during Thanksgiving, grants to local High 
Schools to assist students to continue with their engagement 
in worthwhile community projects, scholarships to 
deserving law students who required financial support, and 
numerous donations made to local non-profit organizations 
which offer helpful services to those in need in Burlington 
County.

It has been my distinct honor and privilege to serve as the 
President of your Foundation this past year.  I wish to thank 
all of my Board members and fellow officers, as well as our 
Executive Director, Robyn Goldenberg, who helped make 
our year such a success.  I would also like to congratulate 
Eli Eytan, our next Foundation President, as well as and the 
other incoming Officers and members of the Board.  I wish 
them every success in the coming year and hope that their 
participation with our Foundation bring them the same joy 
and pleasure that I received during my year of service.

Len Wizmur
BCBF President 2021-2022
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Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Mediation |Arbitration | Discovery Master | Hearing Officer 

Louis R. Meloni, J.S.C. (Ret.) 
Phone: 856-985-4042 
lmeloni@parkermccay.com 
 

www.ParkerMcCay.com 

Specializing in: 
 
Commercial Litigation 
Employment Disputes 
Personal Injury Matters 
Professional Negligence 

Would you like to help the New Jersey legal system become better?
Burlington County (District IIIB) and The New Jersey Office of Attorney Ethics is accepting applications from

attorneys and the general public to serve on the District IIIB Fee Arbitration Committee, which works to
resolve fee disputes between clients and attorneys in Burlington county.

If you are a Burlington County attorney this would satisfy your Madden requirements. The committee consists of 
attorneys and members of the public who are appointed by the New Jersey Supreme Court to serve four-year terms. 

Public members are particularly important to the committee because they bring an indispensable and invaluable 
perspective to the process.

The Supreme Court of New Jersey established the fee arbitration process as a low-cost and efficient
method to resolve disputes in which litigants may believe their lawyers have charged unreasonable fees
and have not been able to resolve the disagreement privately with the attorney. District fee arbitration

committees throughout New Jersey are maintained by volunteers, with the goal of resolving, through binding 
arbitration, attorney fee disputes. Committee candidates should expect to spend a maximum of one afternoon per 

month hearing fee arbitration matters. At this time hearings are being held via Zoom, which is an added convenience.

Candidates are eligible to serve on the District IIIB Fee Arbitration Committee if they reside or maintain an office in 
Burlington county. Since 1979, fee arbitration committees have been composed of both attorneys and public members 

who volunteer their time. Most fee arbitration cases are heard before panels of three members composed of two 
attorneys and one public member. The hearings are confidential and conducted in private. An appointed or elected 
county, state or federal officeholder and individuals presently employed as a state, county or federal prosecutor or 

employed by any law enforcement agency are not eligible to serve on the committee.

Please send email requesting more information to FeeArb@aafNJLAW.com or jennifer@aafnjlaw.com
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President-Elect Maneri, 
Officers, Trustees, Honorable 
Judges, Members of the 
Woman in the Profession 
Committee, Colleagues and 
Friends,

Thank you for being here 
tonight and celebrating this 
meaningful recognition with 
me.  Upon learning that I was 
selected as this year’s Woman 
in the Profession, I have 
reflected on my own journey 

and the mentors I have had along the way that have led me to 
this place tonight.  

I am the first attorney in my family.  My parents, who are here 
tonight, always encouraged me to take opportunities and to 
follow my passion.  My first exposure to the law was as part 
of my high school mock trial team.  Many of you know that in 
addition to the law, I have a passion for theater, and my high 
school mock trial team was in need of actors to play witnesses.  I 
enjoyed being a witness, but I loved dissecting the facts of the case 
more.  The following two years I served as an attorney, and my 
senior year I was the team captain.  The mock trial competition 
remains near and dear to my heart, and I am very appreciative 
of our President, Brett Gorman, for continuing to lead it so well.  
I am sure I am not the only student who was inspired to have a 
profession in the law as a result of the program.

When I look back on the program, however, I remember feeling 
out of place.  In my three years as a student participant, I did 
not have a single female judge.  I also remember being told 
during one of my adjudications that I was “too aggressive” in 
my cross examination, and I should have been easier on the 
witness during the competition.  Afterward, my attorney coach 
reassured me that my cross examination was effective, and I 
handled myself like a true litigator.  My attorney coach from 
high school continues to be a mentor for me to this day.

When the time came to decide what path to take after 
college graduation, I was very close to dismissing law school 
completely.  I remember reading my LSAT preparation book, 
and in the introduction, it said, do not be a lawyer if you want to 
have a family, you will not have time to raise a family and be an 
attorney.  That LSAT introduction made me reconsider whether 
a legal profession was something I even wanted to pursue.  My 
mother encouraged to move forward with law school.  My 
mother successfully balanced two careers – one as a cancer 

research scientist and then transitioning to lead a high school 
science department as chair after having children.  Her example 
showed me that you could have success in multiple career paths 
and I should not limit myself right away.

I ultimately took the leap, and during my first year of law school 
at Rutgers Camden, I continued to wonder whether I had made 
the right choice.  I remember sitting in the stacks at the library 
– I was a history major in college and books have always been 
a source of comfort – and I came across an older booklet with 
articles, cases and excerpts from a 1970 seminar at Rutgers 
called “Women in the Law” given by a prior Rutgers professor, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg.  I spent the afternoon reading the seminar 
materials and thought, yes, I made the right choice, I am in the 
right profession, and I can do something meaningful with this 
education.  RBG, as she did for many, inspired me to commit to 
the legal field.

As the first lawyer in my family, I knew very little of how to 
navigate law school, when to apply for internships and what 
courses to take.  I was very fortunate to make good friends 
quickly and found knowledgeable mentors on each step of my 
path.  My first internship was with the late Judge Jerome B. 
Simandle.  Judge Simandle served as an instrumental guide for 
me throughout my profession, and his sense of professionalism 
and duty remains a cornerstone of how I view the law.

My second internship was with Ballard Spahr, where I learned 
very quickly it’s not the firm where you practice that matters, 
it is who you practice with.  I worked with some incredible, 
devoted attorneys during that summer associate position, many 
of whom are here supporting me today, who took a leap and left 
big law to start their own practice in 2008, which was a rough 
year to begin a real estate practice, to say the least.  I watched 
this core group of attorneys jump into a new practice with so 
much joy and passion for their profession, it was inspiring.  I 
remember thinking, why didn’t you take me with you?  Their joy 
for the practice was uplifting.

As many of you know, my first job upon graduation of law 
school was clerking for the Honorable Ronald E. Bookbinder.  I 
learned more from Judge Bookbinder than I can put into words.  
In particular, Judge Bookbinder taught me the importance of 
settlement, of sitting down and talking with an adversary, and 
finding common ground.  Judge Bookbinder continues to be a 
mentor for me in my career.

What many of you likely do not know is that I was not always 
supposed to be Judge Bookbinder’s law clerk.  I was in fact 
supposed to be Judge Morley’s law clerk.  However, as we all 

MEGAN BALNE: OUSTANDING WOMAN IN THE PROFESSION SPEECH
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know, Judge Morley’s tenure with Court was brought to an 
abrupt end shortly before the new clerkship year started.  This 
is the moment where I learned how supportive and tight knit 
the Burlington County Bar, and in particular, the Burlington 
County Bench, truly was.  Amidst all the turmoil Judge Morley 
was experiencing, I was one of the first calls he made, and he 
assured me that I would not be without a job, and that Judge 
Bookbinder would be calling me to “interview” but the interview 
was really a formality. As a new graduate, newly married, in the 
middle of studying for the bar exam, with student loan debt 
that would be due in the fall, knowing I still had a job was truly 
life-saving.  Looking back, I am so immensely grateful that the 
Burlington County Bench made sure I had a place to go when 
I graduated, and I could not have asked for a better clerkship 
experience.

While clerking, I continued to find mentors that were critical 
in shaping my path.  Judge Hogan, who was Presiding Judge of 
Chancery, needed additional clerkship assistance, and I got the 
invaluable experience of clerking in Chancery. Judge Hogan 
taught me how to handle complex legal issues and the nuances 
of crafting equitable relief.  Judge Hogan continues to be an 
integral counselor in my life, personally and professionally. 
 
When I clerked, there were four female Judges on the Burlington 
County Bench, Judge Claypoole, Judge Suter, Judge Richmond 
and Judge Covert.  As Judge Bookbinder’s clerk, I had the 
good fortune of being around the corner from Judge Covert’s 
chambers.  For me, Judge Covert was my first interaction with a 
female judge, and it was inspiring.  Judge Covert was respected, 
down to earth, a successful lawyer and a mom on top of it.  As a 
newly married, newly graduated lawyer, I already found myself 
struggling with how to prioritize a family and whether I could 
even have a family.  That intro from the LSAT book continued 
to haunt me. Then I saw Judge Covert – balancing it all – and 
it reassured me that I would be ok, that I could have a career 
and a family.  I remember concluding my clerkship and sitting 
down with Judge Covert, and giving her my thanks for simply 
being around the corner and showing me what was possible.  

Because of my mentors early on, I was able to enter private 
practice with a clear vision of what I wanted to accomplish 
in the profession and in my personal life.  Those inspirational 
attorneys who left Ballard Spahr during my summer associate 
term?  I am proud to call them my partners today.  Ben Levin, 
Bill Hyland, Mark Shapiro, Lauren Beetle, Bob Baranowski, 
Stacey Asbell – thank you for your constant support and 
encouragement, for taking me on as an associate even when you 
weren’t hiring, and for inspiring me each and every day to love 
my practice and always do good work.  To David Dahan, who 
introduced me tonight, thank you for pushing me as a litigator 
and helping me become the advocate I am today.  I am very 
grateful to practice the profession with partners who embrace 
me not only as an attorney, but as a person, and encourage me 
to have a full life.  I would not have been able to accomplish the 

things I have in the profession without such a supportive firm.
Thank you to the Burlington County Bar.  I continue to be 
inspired by the amazing attorneys and female leadership in 
this organization.  To Katie Hartman, who started it all, thank 
you for the example you set for women in our profession.  To 
the prior award recipients: The Honorable Reema Scaramella, 
the Honorable Mary Ann C. O’Brien, Melanie Levan, Brenda 
Maneri and Janice Heinhold.  It is an honor to be listed among 
you this year.

And none of this would be possible without my husband, 
Tommy, who is here today.  Thank you for being my true partner 
on this journey.  You and our amazing children, Sammy, Abby 
and Lilly, proved that LSAT book wrong.

I am very grateful to have been selected as this year’s Woman 
in the Profession.  I would not be here without the incredible 
mentors I have had, and continue to have, in my career.  I spent 
my time tonight reflecting on my roots, and hopefully others 
that have heard my story will be uplifted in their own journey.  
I encourage everyone here to be mindful of the example we set, 
and how we may not even recognize how our example inspires 
others in the profession.  

We are proud to be sponsors of the Burlington County Bar Association. 
As part of this program, we offer member lawyers our most prized assets:  
our time, our insight and our expertise. Should you wish to confer on a 
complex technical issue, or simply get a second opinion, we welcome 
the conversation. 

Remember! It doesn’t cost you anything to call us on a matter.
It may cost you dearly by not calling us on that matter.  

We can help, so why not give us a call!
We have carefully focused and developed our practice to specialize in 
the complexities of tax planning and compliance; financial consulting; 
accounting and review services; estate planning and compliance. We 
assist our judiciary and legal colleagues in any and all matters involving 
your clients or you personally.
• Contract disputes
• Matrimonial litigation
• Shareholder disputes & 

partnership dissolutions
• Lost profit claims & damage 

measurement
• Business interruption claims
• Business valuations
• Fraud investigations

 South Jersey Office North Jersey Office
 307 Fellowship Road, Ste 202   851 Franklin Lake Road
 Mount Laurel, NJ 08054 Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417
 (856) 222-4723 (201) 490-1117

www.aboandcompany.com

• Critique of other expert reports 
and Interrogatory assistance

• Document requests & 
productions

• Arbitration and Mediation
• Tax related valuations
• Lost earnings from wrongful 

death, termination or personal 
injury claims

Abo and Company, LLC 
Abo Cipolla Financial Forensics, LLC

Certified Public Accountants / Litigation & Forensic Consultants
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The Legal Practice Productivity Solution

LEAP ensures law firm success with state-of-the-art  
practice management, legal accounting, document 
automation, and legal publishing integrated in one  

cloud-based solution for all common areas of law, including:

Book your demonstration today.
844-702-LEAP | leap.us/new-jersey

�Family Law
�Wills and Probate
�Criminal Law
�Real Estate

�General Litigation
�Commercial Law
�Personal Injury
�And more
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YOU SHOULD LISTEN TO THESE “WELL DONE” SONGS

By: The Honorable Mark. P. Tarantino, J.S.C.

Here are some examples of “well 
done” songs. Due to a combination 
of the music, lyrics, and production, 
they are refreshing and fun to 
listen to. It’s hard to get tired of any 
of these songs, even after they have 
been played often on the radio or 
elsewhere.

 If you are not familiar with some 
of these, it is highly recommended 
that you give them a listen.

1. “A Beautiful Morning”, by The Rascals
This song has all of the right ingredients: terrific lyrics, great 
vocals, and a good sound. You can’t help but feel happy when you 
hear it. It was written during a morning in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
The Rascals were from Garfield, New Jersey. Other favorites are 
“Good Lovin’” and “Groovin’”.

2. “Monkey Wrench”, by The Foo Fighters
This is the best of all of the many great Foo Fighter songs. It is 
a fresh approach to the familiar topic of a break-up song. The 
sudden changes in tempo are very effective. Also, there is a great 
video, except for the spitting part. It was the first Foo fighters 
video which featured Taylor Hawkins on drums.

3. “Runnin’ Down A Dream”, by Tom Petty
This is a joyous song about driving on the open road and all of life’s 
possibilities.  There is great lead guitar work by Mike Campbell. It 
was co-written and produced by Petty, Campbell, and Jeff Lynne 
(ELO). This song has one of the best endings.

4. “Easy Lover”, by Phil Collins and Philip Bailey
The two Phil’s – from Genesis and Earth, Wind, and Fire, teamed 
up for this blockbuster hit, one of the best songs of the 1980’s. 
The production by Collins, the musicianship, and of course the 
vocals, make you wish that these two had collaborated on more 
projects together. Check out the video which is about the making 
of a music video.

5. “Ride Like The Wind”, by Christopher Cross
The combination of vocals of Christopher Cross and Michael 
McDonald is very enjoyable. Cross also played lead guitar. There 
is a certain haunting timeless quality about it. This was produced 
by Michael Omartian (who also produced Whitney Houston, The 
Jacksons, Vince Gill, and Rod Stewart).

6. “Can’t Buy Me Love”, by The Beatles

This was one of the early Beatles number one hits, written by Paul 
McCartney. The beauty of this song is its simplicity and clarity. 
Notice the bleed-through on the re-recorded guitar solo over the 
original solo due to the primitive two track recording equipment.

7. “Love Shack”, by the B-52’s
This is one of the most fun party-oriented songs. It still sounds 
great  today. It was produced by Don Was (producer for Bonnie 
Raitt, Rolling Stones, and John Mayer) who made the music pop 
out of the speaker. FYI, the last lyric is: “tin roof, rusted!”, which 
was originally an outtake from a jamming session, where Cindy 
Wilson continued her vocals when she thought that the tape had 
stopped.

8. “Witchita Lineman”, by Glen Campbell
Written by 21-year-old Jimmy Webb (“Up, Up, and Away”, 
“MacArthur Park”, “By The Time I Get To Phoenix”), this is a 
beautiful song sung in a wistful heart felt way by the recently 
departed Glen Campbell, who also played the guitar. The 
orchestration, which often can impair a song, fits in quite well. 
It contains the couplet “And I need you more than want you/
and I want you for all time”, one of the most thought provoking,  
romantic song lyrics.

9. “Shattered”, by The Rolling Stones
This is a great encapsulation of the deplorable conditions of late 
1970’s Manhattan. Mick Jagger’s tone and half-talked presentation 
is perfect, and Keith Richards’ rhythm guitar along with Ronnie 
Wood’s guitar break fit in perfectly.

10. “I Thank You”, by Same and Dave
This was co-written and produced by Isaac Hayes and David 
Porter. Booker T and The MG’s from Memphis served as the 
backing band. The arrangement of the vocals intertwined with 
the music make this a very special song.

BONUS OBSCURE SONG:

“Caroline No”, by Brian Wilson/The Beach Boys
This was not a standard Beach Boys hit single, nor was it about 
surfing, hot rods, or summer fun. Instead, the subject matter is 
about an irretrievably failed relationship. Although this appears 
on their “Pet Sounds” album, none of the other Beach Boys 
performed on this song. Brian Wilson and 12 other Los Angeles 
studio musicians known as “The Wrecking Crew” played various/
exotic instruments. Wilson’s voice was double tracked with a 
slightly sped up tape to make him sound younger than 24 years 
old. The train noise and dogs barking at the end detract from 
what might be one of the most perfect songs ever.
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For those just beginning their 
careers in private practice, 
keeping and tracking billable 
hours can be a tricky discipline 
to work out. Whether you’re 
working for a firm which 
has explicit billing quotas or 
working for yourself, it can be 
difficult to determine  how long 
something should take and how 
much you should charge for it.. 
This is made even worse by the 
reality of regular interruptions 

of all kinds during the work day. 
If you ask five different lawyers how they do it, you’ll likely 
get ten different responses.  Here are some of my own tips for 
time keeping and billing I implement with varying degrees of 
success on any given day.

My first and maybe best suggestion is try to keep and track 
your time daily. Not every other day, not once a week or after 
a case is complete. Daily. So many times I thought surely I’d 
remember exactly how long reviewing discovery or drafting a 
20 page reply took me only to be scratching my head a week 
later. The busier I get, the harder it is to remember and the 
harder it is to track my time daily. But when I’m practicing this 
principal it saves me from having to re-create the past later 
on. For example, I take a lot of work calls on my cell and more 
than once I’ve had the call leave my call log before recording 
the length. Then I have try and figure out how long the call was 
some other way, or skip charging for it all together. Don’t let 
delay rob you of billable hours.  

Hand-in-hand with contemporaneous recording, I’d suggest 
picking one place to track your time and sticking with that. It 
doesn’t have to be your case management software. For some 
people that is the easiest, but personally I like to record my 
time in Google Sheets and then transfer it from there. Use 
whatever method works best for you, but consistency is key. 
If you use a notepad one day, case management software the 
next, and Google Docs the following week you can easily lose 
track of what you’ve done or duplicate your work. 

I remember when I was starting out it felt like every task took 
me at least twice as long as it should. Something I was sure I’d 
complete in two hours would take four. If you’re feeling that 

way, that’s okay, it will get easier. Keep track of your actual 
time and you’ll see how the same tasks get quicker. You might 
not be able to charge for the extra time and you might have to 
work a few (or a lot) of hours you can’t bill for because you’re 
still learning and second guessing a lot of what you’re doing. 
In time, you will be quicker, and you won’t feel like you’re re-
inventing the wheel for every motion, discovery review or 
argument preparation.  

In the same vein, sometimes simple tasks wind up being 
more complex and time-consuming by their very nature. 
Sometimes you have to spend two hours on the phone with a 
client to prepare for a motion that takes another three hours 
to draft, even without interruption. Don’t sell yourself short. 
On complex cases clients will hypothetically understand that 
quality work product takes time. And if they don’t understand, 
don’t be afraid to defend your bill. I try to preempt this issue 
in part by providing consistent detail about time entry on any 
given bill. 

Finally, for those attorneys who face the prospect of generating 
their own bills, or are doing it already, bill regularly. These 
seems obvious, but it doesn’t always happen. Speaking as 
someone with experience primarily practicing in family law, I 
have found that my clients make payments more consistently 
when I bill them more consistently. It can be tempting to wait 
a month or two until a case resolves and deliver one last big 
bill. Don’t wait unless there’s some understanding with the 
client already. Moreover, if you send demanding and time- 
consuming clients regular bills, they understand just what that 
costs them quickly, and it can improve those prickly dynamics. 
Whether you’re a new lawyer or new to a practice area that 
requires regular time keeping, find the system that works for 
you. If I could boil everything I’ve learned of the last eight years 
down into one word it would be consistency.  Consistency will 
make everything easier.

MAKING TIME

BY:  FRANK CORDRY, ESQ.
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Purchase an Item on 
Youthphoria’s Amazon 
Wish List HERE

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2MLXWQM1KNCAY
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2MLXWQM1KNCAY
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2MLXWQM1KNCAY
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ADDICTION TRUSTS

By Thomas Begley, Jr. 

Unfortunately, many people 
have children who suffer 
from various addictions.  
Typically the addictions are 
drug or alcohol abuse.  If 
the parent leaves money 
to the child suffering from 
those addictions, the money 
frequently will fuel the 
addiction making it worse, 
possibly even leading to death.  
Additionally the money will be 
dissipated quickly rather than 

used over time for worthwhile 
purposes.  The solution is to leave the child’s inheritance in 
a trust that is specially designed to address these issues.  It is 
important that the trust be carefully drafted to achieve exactly 
what the parent wants for the child.

The first step is to identify the behavior that is of concern.  
Generally parents are not concerned about all addictive 
behavior.  For example, cigarette smoking is addictive, 
but while parents may not approve they tend to accept it.  
Generally, parents are more concerned with substance abuse.  
Substance abuse is defined in the “Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5).”  The definition includes 
recurrent substance use leading to a failure to fulfill major role 
obligations at work, school, or home, or where it is physically 
hazardous, or where the use leads to legal problems or to 
persistent or recurrent social or interpersonal problems.  In 
addition to substance abuse, parents are sometimes concerned 
about gambling, hoarding, or criminal behavior.  The National 
Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence estimates that 
50% of all adults have a family history of alcohol problems, 
and that 8% of Americans over age 12 have used an illegal 
drug within the last 30 days.  The Journal of American Medical 
Association has stated that 60% of patients who receive 
substance abuse treatment will relapse within one year. 

Step two is to determine a parent’s goal.  Once the parent 
identifies the behavior, the next question is whether the parent 
is concerned about use or abuse.  Does the parent want to 
create an opportunity for rehabilitation and treatment or is the 
goal to be punitive?  Do the parent want to make provision for 
relapses without punishment?  Addiction is a chronic disease.  
Relapse is not failure, but instead a common part of recovery 
from addiction.  Many recovering addicts have had one or 
more periods of relapse.  Recovery is a life-long process.

Step three is to examine the parent’s options.  Gifts to the child 
with addiction are unwise for the reasons stated above.  Gifts to 
other family members usually are not a good idea.  Sometimes 
the other family member does not use the money for the 
individual with the addiction and, if they do intend to use the 
money for that purpose, they are put in the position of having 
to say no to the addict when no is the proper answer.  The best 
option is an Addiction Trust. 

The fourth step is to design the mechanism of the trust.  It is 
important to design the trust in such a way that the child with 
the addiction is protected from homelessness and starvation 
while at the same time offering greater reward if the addictive 
behavior is curtailed. The parent could establish a trust for the 
child’s inheritance and include provisions that the trustee use 
the income and principal of the trust for the child’s health, 
education, maintenance, and support, which basically means 
use the money broadly for the child’s wellbeing.  However, 
the trust would contain a restriction that distributions would 
be significantly reduced, if the child engages in the addictive 
behavior.  The trust document could require that the child be 
tested for substance abuse on a random basis, no less often than 
annually, and that if the child fails the test, distributions are 
curtailed.  An opportunity can be given for subsequent retesting 
on a periodic basis and if the child passes the subsequent tests 
satisfactorily, then more generous distributions can resume.  

Consideration should be given prohibiting the trustee to make 
cash distributions to the addicted individual and to pay third 
parties directly for items the individual needs but cannot be 
converted to cash.

The fifth and final step is to determine who would be an 
appropriate trustee.  The two choices are a family member, 
usually a sibling, or a professional trustee.  The professional 
trustee is usually not willing to serve unless the amount of 
money in the trust is significant.  Generally this means a 
minimum amount of $500,000 to $1,000,000 or more.  The 
advantage to the professional trustee is that they can administer 
the trust without emotion.  The disadvantage to the professional 
trustee is that other than an objective drug test, it is difficult for 
the trustee to determine if the family member has an alcohol 
or gambling problem and may not be aware of a drug problem 
until the next periodic test is administered.  On the other hand, 
a family member is in a better position to observe the conduct 
of the child suffering from addiction.  A family member is often 
willing to administer a trust of any size.  The disadvantage is 
that the family member is usually emotionally involved with 
the child suffering from addiction.  The emotion can be positive 
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can be positive or negative.  If the emotion is negative, that family 
member is not generally going to serve well as trustee.  If the 
emotion is positive, it makes it difficult for the family member 
to say no when the child suffering from addictions requests a 
distribution.  In many cases, a professional trustee and a family 
member can serve as co-trustees.  TITLE
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INDUSTRY OF EXPERTS

Surety's thorough title searches, title 
clearance and title insurance policies 
help to produce clear property titles and 
enable the efficient transfer of real 
estate. As one of the largest local title 
insurance companies in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, Surety also offers title 
insurance and settlement services 
throughout the United States.

INDUSTRY OF EXPERTS

Surety's thorough title searches, 
title clearance and title 
insurance policies help to 
produce clear property titles and 
enable the efficient transfer of 
real estate. As one of the largest 
local title insurance companies 
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, 
Surety also offers title insurance 
and settlement services 
throughout the United States.
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HON. MICHAEL J. HOGAN, P. J. Ch. (Ret.)
General Equity • Estate • Probate 

Environment • Land Use • Complex Business • Employment   
Disputes with government entities & agencies

Call or email for further information:  609.351.3144  
michaelhogan.jsc.ret@gmail.com • PO Box 1536 Medford, NJ 08055

Special Master • Case Management • Hearing Officer

DISPUTE  
RESOLUTION

MEDIATION &  
ARBITRATION

  The Straight 
Word

     Burlington County Bar Association
      137 High Street, 3rd Floor 

                       Mount Holly, NJ 08060 

Burlington Vicinage 
Civil Jury Trial Verdicts – April, 2022                
         Page 1 of 1 
 

Parties  Type of Case Date of  Judge Arbitration Award             OUTCOME    
       Verdict                      
 

Langan vs. Michinski Auto 4/8 Belgard No Cause    No Cause 
Attorneys:  P: Eugene Gitman; D: Brad Parker 
L-1591-19 

Chambers vs. Smith UM/UIM/BI 4/18 Hertzberg $47,500/100% deft   $300,000 for pltf (judgment 
Attorneys:  P: Scott/Rob Goldberg; D: Catherine Schmutz                                                                                                                      molded to UIM policy limits  
        of $100,000) 
L-109-19 

City of Burlington vs. Hall Condemnation 4/14 Ferrelli N/A  $82,250 for deft 
Attorneys:  P: Salvatore Siciliano; D: Timothy Duggan 
L-524-20 

Peacock vs. NJM Auto 4/22 Hertzberg $37,500/75% pltf  No Cause (deft found 70% negl) 
Attorneys:  P: Irwin Jordan; D: Steven Antinoff 
L-2135-19 

Collins vs. Rovani Auto 4/29 Ferrelli $70,000/100% deft   No Cause (lo/hi of $20,000  
Attorneys:  P: Patrick Grimes; D: John Law        for pltf) 
L-1967-19 

 


